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On 25 March 2017 I was attending church at the Annunciation of the Mother of God parish in West 
Perth for this community’s feast day. I remember feeling dizzy and before long I collapsed. I suffered 
a cardiac arrest and was clinically dead. Triple Zero was called and the operator instructed 
bystanders what to do to help give me the best chance of survival until the paramedics arrived.  
 
Three crews were dispatched and arrived within a matter of minutes where vital CPR was performed 
on me; I was defibrillated and thanks to God, I regained a heartbeat.    
 
My next recollection was inside Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital where I asked a nurse how I ended up 
there and she explained to me that I had suffered a cardiac arrest and the paramedics had revived 
me. I had a pacemaker installed and in two days I was discharged. Before long, I returned to full 
health.  
 
I owe my life to St John Ambulance and their quick response time. Had I not survived I would not 
have been able to enjoy seeing my three grandchildren grow into their formative years and be 
contributing members of our WA community. I also would not have been able to see my son become  
the first and only Western Australian ordained as a Bishop in the Christian Orthodox Church. 
     
As the saying goes, “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” St John Ambulance has been operating to a high 
standard in WA for around 100 years and is a trusted name in this state. I don’t see any reason to 
risk compromising the life-saving service they provide.   
 
Apart from the vital intervention I received from the St John Paramedics, I understand that St John 
has pioneered a network of around 6,000 defibrillators, which are key to cardiac arrest survival. 
These defibrillators can be located by St John Ambulance’s First Responder App, which is also 
something else the organisation has also pioneered.   
 
If this parliamentary enquiry is serious about the best outcomes for the community, I implore it to 
not only consider how an untried and untested service would risk lives, but also how the wider 
outcomes to our community would be compromised, which  St John currently provides.  
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